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What is

blocking us

from moving
BUILDING  toward our
Vision?

FUTURE

That was the question we spent talking about
on Saturday, April 5", at our second Strategic
Planning Session with our Acting Presbytery
Executive, Bob Conover. This was a tougher
session than the March session when we had
looked into the future and tried to name our
vision. One of the first rules of the morning was
that we weren't allowed to say “Lack of....” ,
which was our first inclination! We couldn’t say
“lack of money, or lack of people”, for instance!
Instead, we had to dig deep and look at some of
the things inside of ourselves.

Once again, we used the large green sticky
fabric up on the west wall, and we added
smaller, different colored pieces of paper to it.
We worked with our responses to the above
guestion and found the common areas they
shared. And, in the end, we came up with five
major areas that our responses fit into. At our
April Session meeting, we spent some time
naming those areas as concretely and succinctly
as we could. And, here is the result for all of us
to think about, pray about, and consider:

The elements that are blocking us from
moving toward our vision are:

Clarity and ownership of our mission
outreach

Our need to develop our ability to trust
Resistance to making church a higher
priority

Our fear of change

Broader participation in a variety of
spiritual growth opportunities

Even if you weren't able to be there,
perhaps you can identify with some, or all, of
these elements. This coming Saturday, May
3" we will be asking the question: How are we
going to work around — remove - lower
these barriers? | believe that God’s Spirit is
already at work, in our hearts and minds, as we
pray and think about these questions. | trust it
will be another time of enthusiasm, energy, and
excitement! Please feel free to join us even if
you have not been present previously.

On the personal front, thank you for all your

prayers for my daughter, son-in-law, and
baby Jordan! At the trial on April 17", the
judge ruled that very day in favor of our

daughter and son-in-law! We are overjoyed!
The paperwork to finalize the adoption is now
being taken care of, and, hopefully, in the next
two months, will be complete!

Blessings!



MAY

14 Traci Vasquez
17 Charlene Lucy
18 Karen Stierwalt
21 Liz Harvey

May 4" 7" Sunday of Easter 22 Susan Bonebakker
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
Acts 1:6-14 0
Communion /“"z'ﬁ‘“?‘
Food Drive YA _;a-p_‘\.;%‘l 6 Michelle & Brian O’Leary
Happy
May 11"  Pentecost M 2 A
Acts 2121 Anniversary!/
Numbers 11:24-30 If we are missing YOUR special date, let
Communion us know in the office!
Two Cents A Meal Birthday and Anniversary Blessings
Welcome New Members are given on the third Sunday of
each month during Sunday morning
May 18™ Trinity Sunday worship service. You are invited to
Genesis 1:1-5, 26-31 participate in these blessings during
Matthew 28:16-20 the month of your birthday or
Birthday and Anniversary Blessings anniversary.
May 25" 8™ Sunday in Ordinary Time

Isaiah 49:8-16
Matthew 6:24-34
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CIMPMUNLON

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be
celebrated during worship on Sunday, May 4 ™.
On the Sundays that we observe the Sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper, the Worship Committee
invites us to remember those in our community
who have no table or food to share around it.

Please bring a “special offering” of canned
goods or other non-perishable food items on
Communion Sunday. Your gifts are distributed to
needy folks through the Solano Contra Costa
Food Bank.
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Let us keep the following members and
friends in our prayers

Jane Oetting, Homer Kryger (brother of Karen
Kryger-Cohea), @ Connie Martinez (Debbie
Watkins' sister), Dr. Joseph Robinow (Jane
Oettings’ doctor), Faye Fredrickson (Andrea
McFarland’s friend with cancer), Ann
(Dorothea Nowling’s friend, cancer), Albert
Oetting (Jane Oetting’s father), Allison Kling
(Karen Sterwalt’'s cousin), George Wright
(Jim Wright's brother with cancer), Denise
Dupertis (cancer), Kathy Biggers (cancer),
Shirley Stettler (Alzheimers), Janelle Wright
(asthma), Bonnie Gregory (back surgery),
Jessie Nigosian (cancer treatments), Don
Snook (Beverly’s brother-in-law, Multiple Scle-
rosis), Ed Won (death of his brother), and Liz
Harvey.



Financial

Report

General Checking:
Beginning Balance 2/29/08 10,371.74
March Receipts +_17,978.83
Funds Available 28,350.57
March Disbursements - 12,783.92
Cash Balance 3/30/08 $15,566.65
Savings Accounts: 3/30/08
Memorial Fund 574.38
Reserve Fund 9,976.86
Building Fund +10,452.31

Total Savings $21,003.55

)
Sermons”
Now Onlinel!

Missed one of Pastor Beverly’s sermons? Or do
you just want to hear it again? Well, you can!
Pastor Beverly’'s sermons are now available
online. Check it out at:
http://www.hpcbenicia.org/Sermons/

On July 6™ we will be having a Hynm Sing! So
please start thinking about your favorite
hymns. You can either let Joan (745-6650) or
myself (645-9521) know by June 15". | hope
we get lots of requests!

Thank you.

Jane Oetting
Worship Elder

m The Men’s Breakfast will meet

at Pappa’s (just up the street)
on Saturday, May 10th at
8:00am! If you have any
guestions, please call Bob
Saxby (252-1634).
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The Wednesday night group  will begin its
study June 4th. Come and join us starting at
7:00pm. The Thursday morning group is
meeting at 10:30am. Both groups are looking
at Samuel 1 & 2. Books are available for
purchase. See you there!

The Last Week:
What the Gospels Really
Teach About Jesus’ Final

Days in Jerusalem

for

This study will continue through-
out the month of May. What
does it mean for us today that
Jesus died?

e

YOUTH!

Youth End Year with Laser Tag May 18!

After church on May 18, our youth group will
welcome all upcoming fifth graders to join them
for Laser Tag at Scandia. We'll play a round of
tag, go to McDonald's for lunch and top that
with another round of tag or games of your
choice. Come on, you fifth-graders-to-be, and
join our growing group!

April was a great month for our blossoming
youth group! Thanks to a lot of church
members, we enjoyed a well-balanced youth
program: learning during church school,
planning and leading a worship service,
helping others by pulling weeds as a service
project, and kicking up our heels with the first
of two springtime Scandia outings.

Surf's Up for Vacation Bible School! Save July
28 through August 1 for a week of beach-
themed Bible fun, designed for both kids and
youth! Heritage youth, let your friends know
now, so they can save the date and join us!

Melody Seymour—Christian Education Elder



Malaria — not a disease
that we generally deal
with here in the United
States. Yet, even today, v
more than 24 million

pregnancies a year are NETWORKERS
threatened by ma|al’la MALARIA PREVENTION PROGRAM
Malaria causes miscarriages and premature
deliverables. Many of the women, who
survive a bout of malaria, watch their babies
die of the same disease.

This tragedy has spurred members of the PC
(USA)'s International Health Ministries to
develop the NetWorkers Mother's Day Project.
The NetWorkers Program provides African
women with insectide-treated mosquito nets.
The net protects the children from the
mosquitoes.

Why is this important to you? On Sunday,
May 11" (Mother's Day), we will be collecting
donations to this program. If you wish to
receive a special card in exchange for your
donation or want additional information about
this program, please contact Sue Murphy

(746-6735). Thank you for your support on this
mission project.

Seasons of Change

Somewhere winter became spring, and spring
is evolving into summer. As part of the time-
honored tradition of welcoming summer, we, at
Heritage Presbyterian Church, celebrate with a
potluck lunch followed by an Ice Cream Social.
This tends to be one of the last Sundays, we
are all together before summer vacations begin.

So dig out your picnic basket, find your picnic
blanket, and mark your calendars. June 1%,
after church, we will have lunch and then
splurge on ice cream, strawberries, whipped
toppings, nuts, and oh, so many wonderful
goodies.

Looking forward to sharing a few drippings with
you.

MEXICAN

DINNER

Tacos, enchiladas, tamales, rice, beans,
salad — oh, am | getting hungry. All that
wonderful Mexican food! Why? Well, Heritage
Presbyterian Church is having its own Cinco de
Maio, except that it on Thursday, May 22", at
6:30.

Why you ask? Well, we want to do a little
something to raise some money for the
upcoming mission project to Mexico, have a
little fun, and, of course, eat.

This is a no-host event. We are our own
caterers, so look for the sign-up sheet for
volunteers to bring Mexican food for this event.
The cost is $10 per person or $25 per family.
The proceeds of the event will help purchase
the house, which members of St. Andrews and
our church will be building during their trip to
Mexico in June.

So, mark your calendar for May 22", and join
us while we share good fun, great friendships,
laughs about our previous mission trips, and an
enjoyable evening. | look forward to seeing you
there.

Sue Murphy
Fellowship Elder




MISSIOI‘I

ARE YOU INTERESTED
IN PARTICIPATING IN
MISSION IN ACTION?

Well, we have 2 opportunities for you!

* St. Paul's Wednesday Dinner Program

St. Paul's Episcopal Church feeds between
100 and 130 children, women and men every
Wednesday Night. They are looking for
groups to help on an occasional basis. We
need between 8 and 10 people to help cook,
serve and clean. | should have more informa-
tion soon. | also need someone who would be
interested in heading this up. If you are that
person or just want to help, please talk to
Beverly, or call me at 746-6664.

* Mission Trip to Tijuana

A group of us are heading to Mexico from
June 14 - 21, to help a family build a house.
We will be joining St. Andrew’s Presbyterian
Church in Pleasant Hill. The trip costs be-
tween $250 and $300, per person
(scholarships are available). If you are inter-
ested in helping in this great project, please
contact me soon.

Thanks, Karen Stierwalt
Mission Elder

Gradation time
is coming!

Is there someone in your family graduating
from:

Grade School to Middle School?

Middle School to High School?

High School?

College?

Military?
Then, we would like to recognize them! We
will do so during worship on Recognition
Sunday, June 1% — but we need to know their
names before — so email (hpc@presbynet.
org) them to us by May 25™!

Dinners

Getting to know you

| came home from the
Women’s Tea and said to my
husband how different it was
to sit down and talk with the
other women at my table. |
knew them but | did not know them. Durlng a
few short hours, | learned things | had never
known before. Each woman shared stories
and parts of their lives that | had never heard
about. They became more ‘real.” It was a
special treasure.

Consequently, | want to offer that opportunity to
others through ‘Dinners for Eight.” During the
month of May, | will be accepting sign-ups for
the ‘Dinners for Eight’ program. Then, hope-
fully, several groups of eight will meet for dinner
during the summer. The frequency and location
of your dinners will be dependent on your
group. This is a great opportunity to get to know
the person you sit with on Sunday morning, or
the person you just wave at, as you wander up
or down the pathway to church.

This is not a program just for the established
few or just for the newcomers. | hope our
groups will be interspersed with a smattering of
both, as well as singles and couples. (Note:
You are welcome to invite a guest to share in
this program as well.)

Please sign-up this month and at the close of
the month, 1 will be contacting you with more
information about the group you will be sharing
meals with.

Good Eats!
Sue Murphy
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(Acts 1:14)
Pentecost

Pentecost Sunday is the day that we celebrate
the birth of the Church. Before there was
Christmas and Easter, there was Pentecost -
at least as far as the liturgical calendar is
concerned. While Easter celebrations may
have happened in the years following the first
Easter, Christmas and Easter were not
designated as official Christians holidays until
the fourth century. Evidence suggests that
churches observed Pentecost as early as the
first century. In the beginnings of the Church,
Pentecost shifted the primary focus from
individual conversion to the whole community
receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit. As a result,
Pentecost also initiated a more formal sense
of community among the first believers who
gathered to worship together. When Christians
minimized Pentecost’s importance in the life of
the Church, they discount not only the birth
of the Church, but also the community that
Pentecost built. The name Pentecost comes
form the Greek word for *“fiftieth.” In the
Presbyterian tradition, we celebrate Pentecost
on the fiftieth day of the Easter Season, so it is
always on the seventh Sunday after Easter. In
England, this Sunday is known as “Whitsunday”
because of the white garments that were often
worn for baptisms held on Pentecost in the
early Church.

Here at Heritage we celebrate Pentecost
with bright red, orange and yellow balloons and
the flying of the Peace Dove. We encourage
you to wear flame colored clothing to mark this
special day when the gift of the Holy Spirit was
poured out on the Apostles and other followers
gather together in the upper room on that Pen-
tecost day so long ago.

Jane Oetting
Worship Elder

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the
Women’'s Tea. Thanks to Sue Bonebakker,
Melody Seymour, Liz Harvey, and Dorothea
Nowling who hosted tables and shared the
stories behind their place settings. Special
thanks to Brook Seymour for doing the Costco
shopping; Cheryl Toth for making scones;
Joan Burnett for making the beautiful place
cards decorated with straw hats; and to all
those who helped with setting up and cleaning
up. Thanks, too, for the wonderful hats and,
particularly, the winners of our hat contest —
Mary Condit, Kay Talbot, Melody Seymour,
and the “twins” - Cheryl Toth and her guest.
Hope you will be able to join us next year.

Sue Murphy )
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Special thanks to the members of Parishes 2
and 3, who have hosted fellowship in March
and April. We have been blessed with an
abundance of food, as well as, a broad variety
of selections. Thanks to everyone for their
help and support, and particularly to Cheryl
Toth and Jan Dolce for coordinating fellowship
during the last two months.

Sue Murphy

Strategic Planning
Meetings
9:00 — Noon

May 3 How are we going to work around-
remove-lower those barriers?
June 7" Development of a three year plan

for action — specific plans for first
year.



Our selling coffee, tea
and snacks, ensures small farmers earn a
predictable, fair, living wage. But it does much
more. The Equal Exchange’s Interfaith pro-
gram has several large faith partners, one of
them the Presbyterian Church (USA). Every-
time any Presbyterian congregation (like ours!)
makes a purchase, the Equal Exchange
donates a portion of the sale to the Presbyte-
rian Church’s Small Farmer Fund.

Fair Trade project,

In  April 2007, the Presbyterian Church
donated $10,000 from that fund to support a
reforestization plan for the Tierra Nueva coffee
growers co-operative in Nicaragua. In 1997, 23
farmers formed this co-operative. According to
one of their founders, Pedro Rojas, “At that
time, our neighbors were all watching us. We
were terracing, using natural insecticides, and
organic fertilizers. They said we had ‘gone
crazy, that the coffee crisis (when world prices
dropped below the costs of production) had
made us crazy. Well, we didn’t care. In 2000,
we obtained our organic and Fair Trade
certifications. By 2004, we had grown to 600
crazy people.”

The decision to switch to organic farming
changed their lives. “When we started growing
organically, we did it to get a better price,”
Rojas said. “But organic sustainable agriculture
has now become a way of life. It sets us apart
from the other farmers. Our soil is more fertile,
our water cleaner, our forests protected.
Families are living better. The more benefits
we see, the more enthusiastic we've become.
We're excited to keep experimenting with new
ways to farm. Who are the crazy ones today?”

Continued in next column.

As their co-operative became stronger, so did
their commitment to the environment. They had
a vision to plant 200,000 coffee, citrus, and
other trees for timber and firewood. The
$10,000 donation from the Presbyterian
Church’s fund has helped this “Planting Trees
for Life” project get off the ground. As of
January 2008, 100,000 coffee trees have been
planted, nurseries have been established to
grow the seedlings, 5,000 citrus trees have
been planted, and 16 fuel-efficient stoves have
been constructed and are in use.

The Boaco region, where most of the Tierra
Nueva members have their farms, is cattle
country and one of the first things visitors notice
is how most of the trees have been cut down to
grow pasture and grazing areas for the cattle.
But when one arrives in the communities of San
Juan, Las Mercedes, and Filas Verdes, every-
thing is different, with lush green countryside.
As a member of Equal Exchange and a repre-
sentative from PC(USA) visited and participated
in a ceremonial planting, a farmer there said,
“Equal Exchange and the Presbyterians helped
us with this project. These trees represent life
to us. Now by planting this seedling together,
we have all joined to continue this circle of life.”

Remember this the next time you purchase
coffee from our Fair Trade table during fellow-
ship. For more information about Equal
Exchange’s small farmer campaign, visit:
www.smallfarmersbigchange.coop

Sandy Kirkpatrick

As you replace your old 60-watt bulbs (and if they

still have life in them) with new energy efficient
incandescent/florescent bulbs, don’t throw them
out! Bring them to church and we will recycle

them by using the old bulbs to replace burnt out

lights in the sanctuary.
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Show Mo how much you
apprecate all she does for you
with this “heartfeit™ craft
Give it [a her on Mother’s Day:

What you need:

v Fleaal seem wire

# Diried eranbserries
(abour 100, depending on
the wire’s length)

* Pliers

¢ [Mocoranive riblbon {about
12 inches for each craft)

* Lonstruchion paper *
or cardstock '

« Hale punch

* Crayons or markers

What you do:

1. % th an adult’s |1{'||_1., thoead
cranberries, one at a time
with oo space besween them,
onto the straaght wire

2. Bend the ware into a
heart shape

3. With pliers, twist che
wire together at the top
of the hears

4. Tie ribion 1o make a loop
atop the heart {50 your
mom can hang it up).

5. Fold che paper imvo a card,
and write 2 message of love
and gratitude wo your mom
¥l E]mhl want b add a
verse from Proverbs 31 thar
bese descoribes ber

&. Punch a hole in the card.
Atcach 1t wo the nbbon
that's oied to the hearc

o~ o~
A Mother y Noble Claracter

In Peoverbe X %, Ceod TSR the besr exa |!;':.' ol e lv woman, Wrie e

aumisr of the servence in the space nexe boe the character gualivy st best Gesdnibes

“A wife of noble characcer who can find? She is
worth far more than rubies” (o 10),

“She brings [her husband| good, not harm, all the
days of her life” {x 12)

“She selects wool and flax and works with cager
hands” {r. 13},

“She sers about her work vigorously; her arms are
strong for her tasks” (o 17)

“She opens her arms to the poor and exrends her
hands o the needy” (o 20).

“When ir snows, she has no fear for her household;
for all of them are clothed in scarlec™ fr 21},
“Charm s deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; bur a
woman who fears the Lorp is to be praised” (i 30},

Caring _ Godly Prepared
Hardworking _ Hearty Priceless
Kind
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Strategic Planning Meeting — 9:00am
Youth Laser Tag — after worship

Mexican Mission Project Dinner — 6:30pm

Ice Cream Social — after worship

June 7™:  Strategic Planning Meeting — 9:00am
July 28 ™ — August 1 *': Vacation Bible School Have
September 26 ™ — September 28 ™: All Church Retreat You Heard?

The Staff, Officers and Ministers of
Heritage Presbyterian Church

Ministers: The Whole Congregation
Rev. Beverly White: Pastor
Rev. Bob Saxby: Parish Associate
Joan Burnett: Church Secretary
Debby Fries: Pianist and Choir Director
Liz Harvey: Clerk of Session
Jan Dolce: Moderator of Deacons
Brook Seymour & Cheryl Toth: Treasurers
Phil Romer: Financial Secretary
Joan Burnett: Newsletter Editor
hpc@presbynet.org
www.hpcbenicia.org

Blessed Tidings is published by Heritage Presbyterian Church
1400 East Second Street

Benicia, CA 94510

707-745-6650

Dated Material!



