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sUILDING  VVe're almost
there!
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This spring, thanks to our Acting Presbytery
Executive, Bob Conover, we’'ve been on a
wonderful journey together! So far, we have met
three times, and | have been reporting on these
sessions to you. It's one thing to write and talk
about where we are going — and what'’s blocking
us from getting to our goal — and then, what we
can do to get past the roadblocks. But, it's more
difficult to communicate to you the energy that
has been generated, and the excitement that is
building as we realize we are already doing
many of the things that need to be done!

In May, once again, we used the large green
sticky fabric up on the west wall. But this time, if
you have noticed, by the time we were finished
adding our ideas to the question which was
asked, we ended up moving from left to right
(rather than up/down). And, this movement
helped us to begin envisioning some of the
things we need to do — specifically! So, here
are the 5 major areas we grouped things into:

We will deal with the elements that are
blocking us from moving towards our vision by:

Engaging in defined mission
Empowering the congregation for change
Fostering personal relationships
Providing relevant growth opportunities
Developing a worship leadership team

On Saturday, June 7™, our time together will
be quite different. By the end of the morning,
we hope to have an Action Plan to guide
us for the next few years. And, specifically,
to have detailed plans for the next 90 days. We
will ask questions such as:

What needs to be done?

Who will do it?

What is the deadline?

| trust this will be another time of enthusi-
asm, energy, and excitement! Please feel free
to join us even if you have not been present
previously. We need you!

Remember, as it says in | Corinthians 12,
“For just as the body is one and has many
members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.”
All of us have gifts to be used — and we need
your gifts!

If you were not in worship this past week,
you missed my announcement that my
daughter, Corrie, whom many of you have been
praying for during this adoption process, is
pregnant! Finally, after 16 years of marriage,
and the adoption of Jordan! Statistically, this
is not supposed to happen, but God works in
mysterious and wonderful ways! Once again,
we are overjoyed! She is due right around
Thanksgiving. Thank you for your continued
prayers!

Blessings!

June/July 2008
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June 1% 9" Sunday in Ordinary Time July 6™ 13" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Psalm 46 Psalm 100
Matthew 7:24-29 Philippians 4:4-9
Communion Hymn Sing
Food Drive Food Drive

Recognition Sunday

June 8" 10" Sunday in Ordinary Time July 13™ 15" Sunday in Ordinary Time

Psalm 33:1-11

Matthew 9:9-13

Commissioning Mission Trip
Members

Two Cents A Meal

Romans 8:1-11

Matthew 13:1-9

Two Cents A Meal

Melody Seymour preaching

June 15™  11™ Sunday in Ordinary Time July 20 16" Sunday in Ordinary Time

Romans 5:1-8
Matthew 9:35-10:8
Birthday and Anniversary Blessings

Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
Birthday and Anniversary Blessings

June 22" 12" Sunday in Ordinary Time July 27™ 17" Sunday in Ordinary Time

Romans 6:1-11
Matthew 10:24-39
Mission Trip Report

The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be
celebrated during worship on Sunday June 1~ *.
On the Sundays that we observe the Sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper, the Worship Committee
invites us to remember those in our community
who have no table or food to share around it.

Please bring a “special offering” of canned
goods or other non-perishable food items on
Communion Sunday. Your gifts are distributed to
needy folks through the Solano Contra Costa
Food Bank.

Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
VBS Commissioning

We will be having a Hymn Sing on July 6™
Please tell us your favorite hymns. There are
slips in the Narthex or use the one that is in
this newsletter. Please turn them in by
June 15",

Pastor Beverly will be out of
the office from June 30™ —
July 13", In case of an
emergency, contact Jan
Dolce (747-5921) or Reuv.
Hampton Deck at 644-4414.
(He is the pastor at First
Presbyterian in Vallejo.)
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Sermons‘
Now Online!

Missed one of Pastor Beverly’s sermons? Or do
you just want to hear it again? Well, you can!
Pastor Beverly’'s sermons are now available
online. Check it out at:
http://www.hpcbenicia.org/Sermons/

Strategic Planning
Meeting #4
9:00 — Noon

This is the last one!

June 7" Development of a three year plan
for action — specific plans for first

year.

Let us keep the following members and
friends in our prayers

Jane Oetting, Homer Kryger (brother of Karen
Kryger-Cohea), @ Connie Martinez (Debbie
Watkins' sister), Dr. Joseph Robinow (Jane
Oettings’ doctor), Burt Jones, Faye
Fredrickson (Andrea McFarland’s friend with
cancer), Ann (Dorothea Nowling’s friend, can-
cer), Albert Oetting (Jane Oetting’s father),
Allison Kling (Karen Sterwalt’s cousin), family
and friends of George Wright, Denise Dupertis
(cancer), Kathy Biggers (cancer), Janelle
Wright (asthma), Bonnie Gregory (back sur-
gery), Jessie Nigosian (cancer treatments),
family and friends of Shirley Stettler, Don
Snook (Beverly’s brother-in-law, Multiple Scle-
rosis), and Fleda Roy (Brad Roy’s mother
with ALS).

“Bible Study on
Samuel 1 & 2”

The Thursday group is continuing its study on
this book. Come and join us from 10:30 to
noon, through the month of June.

The Wednesday night group is begining its
study on June 4th. We meet at 7:00pm in the
piano room. Books are available for purchase
for $8.00.

Did you know that you can sign up for
e-Scrip on-line, and every time you buy
groceries at Safeway, or use your Visa
or MasterCard at many stores, you can
designate a portion to go to Heritage?

The e-mail address is www.escrip.com

Heritage’s Identification number is 3709903

“\EN' The Men’s Breakfast will meet
S at Pappa’s (just up the street) on
B“E Saturday, June 14th at 8:00am!

ﬁ( (O If you have any questions,

- Y please call Bob Saxby (252-
A 1634). There will be no
% breakfast in July
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Ordinary Time?
(Acts 2:1-13)

The longest season
of the Church year
follows Pentecost and
is called Ordinary
Time. The name,
though, is misleading:
there IS nothing
mundane or boring
about this time in the
Church year. During Ordinary Time, we build
up ourselves by spending time in personal
reflection and contemplation of the Scriptures.
The term “Ordinary Time” designates the times
of the Church year that lie outside the
principal liturgical seasons. The time between
Epiphany and Lent and between Pentecost and
Advent are considered Ordinary Time. Ordinary
Time lasts for a total of 27-29 Sundays, making
it the longest season of the liturgical year.
Ordinary Time includes transitional Sundays
that link one major liturgical season to another.

The Baptism of the Lord Sunday shifts the
season of Advent into Ordinary Time. The
Transfiguration of the Lord Sunday marks the
shift into Lent. Easter Sunday starts the season
of Easter which ends on Pentecost. Then
Trinity Sunday marks the shift from Easter
Season and into Ordinary Time, while Christ the
King Sunday moves Ordinary Time into Advent.
Advent season ends on the Epiphany of the
Lord Sunday.

Although Trinity Sunday was not celebrated until
1334, it reminds us of the fullness and mystery
of the God who spans time and who is present
in all our days. This Sunday kicks off Ordinary
Time and falls on the Sunday after Pentecost.
The final Sunday of Ordinary Time is Christ the
King Sunday, which calls the sovereignty of
Jesus Christ to our attention. Moreover, it leads
directly into Advent and it emphasizes not only
the coming of Christ as a child, but also the
coming of Christ as ruler of all.

Jane Oetting
Worship Elder

Be Sitill and Know
That | Am God...

At a recent Session Meeting, we talked about
the noise level in the Sanctuary prior to
worship. Did you know that the Sanctuary is
built in such a way that a word whispered on
one side of the room can be heard clearly on
the other side?

A number of people have been noting lately
that, while it is wonderful that we love to greet
one another and to see one another, this is
becoming quite disruptive for those who are
trying to prepare themselves for worship.

As a result, we are going to start something to
help those who are entering to be more focused
on this preparation. A Bible verse to reflect
upon, with pictures behind it, will be shown on
the wall at the front of the sanctuary.

Remember — there is always time after worship
to greet visitors and friends!

Sunday June 2nd at 3:00pm the Presbytery
of the Redwoods will charter the Imani
Fellowship Presbyterian Church , new elders
will be elected and ordained, and the Rev.
Carmen Mason-Browne will be installed as the
pastor. The outdoor service will be held at Imani
Fellowship, 3276 Sonoma Blvd., Vallejo. The
Rev. Larry Vilardo will be preaching.



‘Financial
Report

General Checking:

Beginning Balance 3/31/08 15,275.99
April Receipts +20,746.21
Funds Available 36,076.93
April Disbursements -26,413.98
Cash Balance 4/30/08 9,662.95
Savings Accounts: 4/30/08
Memorial Fund 676.38
Reserve Fund 15,014.56
Building Fund (Bank of the West) 862.31
Building Fund (Synod) 10,000.00
Total Savings 26,553.25

We have transferred $10,000 from our local
account (that was not receiving interest) and
put it in a Synod account to earn interest. And,
as you can see, we also transferred $5,000 into
the reserve fund, which is earning interest,
rather than keeping it in the Checking Account.

Session will be reviewing its list of priorities
to determine which of the projects we have
put off because of lack of funds can now be
done.

MISSION
REPORT %

Thank you! You have generously given to two
important mission projects this past month!
$200 was received towards the Mosquito
Nets for Mothers in Africa
$1,355 was received for our own mission
trip to Mexico

Administrative Update

Due to problems with our irrigation system,
increasingly high water bills, and the need to be
more “green,” Session is considering revamping
our current green lawn to be more eco-friendly.
We have scale maps available in the office if
you are interested in helping us plan this new
landscaping — let us know!

Thanks to Larry Lamoureux who has finally
located (after several years of our searching!)
the missing valve box for our current system.

And, thanks to Ed Won who is helping us dig
out the fire shut-off valve that needs to be
repaired!

In addition, a donor is working on finding the
equipment needed for our kitchen. More news
on that soon!

The refrigerator in
the kitchen by the
sanctuary is on its last
legs. If you know of
anyone purchasing a
new refrigerator and
getting rid of their old
one (that is still work-
ing) please let us
know in the office.




Hold These Dates!

July 28 — August 1: Vacation Bible School
will turn Heritage into a beach resort for this
Surf’'s Up- themed week of fun and learning for
kids 3rd through middle school. Be sure to
bring friends, neighbors, and family. Call the
church office to sign up!

Sept 26 — 28: All Church Retreat at West-
minster Woods! Come and explore the Lord’s
Prayer in this lovely setting. Youth Group, plan
to come with or without your parents!
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Youth Enjoy Laser Tag Blast!

After worship, an amazing church-school craft,
cake, and fellowship, eleven of our youth (and
one parent!) zipped through laser tag at
Scandia. After lunch, they had almost as much
fun in the McDonald’s “Habit-Trail” (??) for free
before heading back to Scandia for some
arcade time. This event to welcome our new
additions to the group— Rhiannon Johnson,
Aaron McFarland, Spencer Seymour, and
Zachary Taugher—was attended by virtually all
our youth. Alison Seymour summed up the day
as “Fun! Fun! Fun!”

Prince Caspian_ Draws Youth Group!

After worship and the pot luck this Sunday,
June 1, the Fentress family will be taking the
youth to see the latest movie in the Narnia
series! RSVP to Sally (745-4940) right away,
please.

Great Year for One-Room
Church Schoolhouse

The one-room experiment we started in the fall
has been a success! Church School attendance
is up across the year; in fact, we hit a high of 16
children and youth on May 18, close to 100% of
the kids in the church! Virtually every family with
kids has taken the helm for this class at some
point during the year, for which we are all most
appreciative. The following teachers will be
recognized on Sunday, June 1. Barbara Combs,
Sue Bonebakker, Mike and Kimberly Taugher,
Colby and Julie Seymour, Shannon Rourke,
Susan Watkins, Susan Owen, and Karen
Stierwalt, who made the Youth Worship Service
possible. Do give them your thanks too!

“Sleeping? Er ... Ah ... I'm meditating.”




ST PAUL'S WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNER

Many years ago, St. Paul's Episcopal Church
starting cooking on Wednesday Nights for
anyone who needed a meal. They started
serving around 25 people. Now the serve be-
tween 125 and 150 people each week. This is
a wonderful ministry that we have supported in
the past with grants. Now we want to put
mission into action and start helping with this
huge task.

We have signed up to prep, serve and clean-
up for the Wednesday Night Dinners at St.
Paul's Church every 4th Wednesday during the
summer. We will be preparing to serve from 3
to 4:30, serving from 4:30 to 6 pm, and clean-
ing up until around 6:30.

The dates are 6/26, 7/23, and 8/27. There will
be a sign-up sheet in Heritage Hall on Sunday.
We will decide in August if we want to continue
this mission, and maybe start doing the cook-
ing too. If you have any questions, please
contact me at 746-6664.

Thanks.
Karen Stierwalt
Mission Elder

REMEMBER...

If you are traveling, bring back UNOPENED
shampoos, lotions, soaps, etc from places you
stay. We will be packaging these up for the
Women's Shelter in Fairfield in the fall.

MISSION TRIP JUNE 14 - 21

On June 14th, Sandy Kirkpatrick, Ed Won, &
| will head off to Mexico to build a house.
We will be joining members of St. Andrews
Presbyterian Church from Pleasant Hill. The
12' by 20" house will be for one of the members
of the Dios es Amor Church in Tijuana. None
of us have ever built a house before, but there
are plans, other experienced people, and
God's guidance. We are all very excited about
the experience we know we will have.

Thank you for the support of prayers and
money. We need to bring money down with us
to pay for the cost of the building. So far you
have been very generous to donate money
toward the building, and to help with the cost of
our going down. If you have not had a chance
to give, there is still time.

Please keep us in your prayers for safety while
working, and to keep our eyes open to what
God has in store for us. We will be reporting
back on June 22nd in worship, so come and
find out what we did, and what we learned.

Thanks, Karen Stierwalt - Mission Elder

We are still collecting canned foods for the
Food Bank. With more people being stretched
with the high prices for gas and food, the Food
Bank is being used by more people who need
to chose between food, medical bills, rent, etc.
every month. Every extra can for box of non-
perishable food will help.



JUNE

7 Bonnie Gregory
Susan Owen
9 Shannon Rourke
Ed Won
27 Barbara Combs

5 Bob Saxby & Lynne Hakes
18 Bob & Sally Fentress
22 Ron & Karen Cohea
25 Colby & Julie Seymour
29 Dorothea & Aaron Nowling

If we are missing YOUR special date, let
us know in the office!
Birthday and Anniversary Blessings
are given on the third Sunday of
each month during Sunday morning
worship service. You are invited to
participate in these blessings during
the month of your birthday or
anniversary.

Please join us in celebrating
Julie Watkins’

High School Graduation!
Saturday, June 14"
1:00 — 5:00pm
421 Bettona Way
American Canyon
R.S.V.P. (707) 552-1858

Don’t forget
June 1stis our
Recognition Potluck

and Ice Cream Social

after worship!
See you there!

JULY

7 Peter & Susan Bonebakker
Win & Sandy Kirkpatrick

14 Phil & Jan Romer

30 Nancy & Roger Green

1 Nicole Comb
6 James Wright
7 Zachary Taugher
9 Anna Taugher
11 Bob Fentress
12 Dean Van Bockern
14 Beverly White
17 Curt Stierwalt
20 Kimberly Taugher
31 Jason Watkins

Elise Albro & Ryan Rourke will be attending
middle school.

Sarah Bergman _is off to high school .

Alexis Fries & Julie Watkins _ are graduating
from high school.

Stuart __Kirkpatrick graduated from Beloit
College (major: political science: minor: history).
He is working for a Benicia law office (Gizzi &
Reep)

Glenn Kirkpatrick  graduated from the Navy
Nuclear Power School in Charleston, SC, and
IS now starting the next phase of training in
Saratoga Springs, NY.




Benicia
Community
Garden

Just outside our Sanctuary windows is a busy
garden. It came to be there because of the
imagination of Ed Swenson, and the nurturing
support of Beverly White and this congregation.

The idea of a community garden in Benicia was
born about ten years ago within the “Healthy
Benicia Task Force,” a group of civic-minded
people working to promote good health in the
community. At that time, Solano County was
providing start-up funds, through the Task
Force, to initiate worthy projects that addressed
issues of public health in Benicia. A community
garden was judged to be such a worthy project.

Heritage Presbyterian Church offered the plot of
land between the Sanctuary and Military East to
be used as a garden site, and Ed Swenson
went to work in his persuasive way to engage a
variety of other people in the project. He
enlisted the support of the City Government, as
well as a wide range of businesses, charitable
groups, school groups, scout troops and
interested individuals to bring the garden to
where it is today.

The Garden has been incorporated in the State
of California as “Benicia Community Gardens,
Inc.” It is a tax-exempt charitable organization
under Federal tax law. A four-member Board of
Directors governs the corporation. Since its
early days, the Garden has retained the
consultant services of Meg Grumio as a
gardening coach, who provides guidance to
gardeners and continuity to the program.

Continued in next column.

Meg or members of the Board are present in
the Garden every Wednesday from Noon to
2:00 PM. On the first Wednesday of each
month it is our custom to have a picnic lunch in
the Garden. Anyone who is interested in the
Garden is welcome to attend these jovial
gatherings. For interested parties who are not
free on Wednesdays, other meeting times can
be arranged by appointment. Meg Grumio’s
phone number is (707) 747-0198.

The garden contains fourteen 3’ X 16’ beds for
individual use, and four smaller shared beds,
plus an herb garden, a picnic table and a work-
bench, for use by everyone. Currently there are
thirteen beds in use by gardeners, with one
available for adoption. There is no charge for
use of a gardening bed, but gardeners are now
being invited to make donations twice a year
toward the cost of water. The Church provides
water for the Garden, so these donations are
forwarded to the Church.

In 2007, members of the Garden, and
interested people from the community, initiated
an outreach project to support greater use of an
existing garden at Mary Farmar Elementary
School here in Benicia. Volunteers provide
adult supervision of students in the garden
during morning recess and the lunch hour.
Currently we have volunteers for Tuesdays and
Fridays. More volunteers would be welcome, to
enable the children to spend more time in the
garden.

We gardeners and members of the Board are
striving to keep Ed Swenson’s dream alive in
Benicia. Within our little gardening community,
there is a warm sense of appreciation to
Heritage Presbyterian Church for making the
Benicia Community Garden possible.

Larry Lamoreux



218™ General Assembly

The 218™ General Assembly (GA) of the Presbyterian Church (USA) will be held this year in San
Jose, California, beginning on Saturday, June 21 and continuing through June 28™. It will be held
in the San Jose McEnery Convention Center. The General Assembly is the highest governing
body of the church, and is representative of the unity of our congregations, sessions, presbyteries,
and synods.

The theme for this year's GA is “Do justice, love kindness, walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8).
Many important issues will be considered by commissioners and advisory delegates as they seek
to discern and to represent the will of Christ for the PC(USA).

There are several ways for us here at Heritage to be involved in this occasion. GA will probably
never be so close to us again - at least not for many years!

Worship:  Thousands of Presbyterians from the Bay Area will join assembly attendees for the
Service of Opening worship and Communion on Sunday, June 22 ™, from 10:00 a.m. until noon
This service, lead by Joan S. Gray (Moderator of the last General Assembly) will feature
communion, the commissioning of mission personnel, and recognition of military chaplains. And —
we are invited!

Here at Heritage we are planning a caravan to San Jose to attend this service. If you are
interested in joining us for this service, please contact Pastor Beverly or Jan Dolce at 747-5921
before Wednesday, June 18™.

Volunteer: the Committee on Local Arrangements (COLA) needs volunteers. You can sign up for
this by going online to: www.micahscall.org/cola

Observe: Observers are welcome at General Assembly meetings and many associated events.
Registration for one day is $20. Beverly is planning on going down on Friday, June 27 ™, if you'd
like to go with her. Let her know on or before Wednesday, June 25™.

Hymn Sing on July 6th!
What hymns do you want to sing?







Calling all Grillers!
Come ye! Come ye!

The first Heritage Presbyterian Grill-a-Thon is scheduled for after
church on June 29". Not certain who or what is in the competition,
but one thing is assured — good eats.

The men of our congregation (and perhaps some women, too) will be
grilling for us and the rest of us will supplement their treasures with
side-dishes and desert.

Sounds like good food to me! Hope to see you there.

The Staff, Officers and Ministers of
Heritage Presbyterian Church

Ministers: The Whole Congregation
Rev. Beverly White: Pastor
Rev. Bob Saxby: Parish Associate
Joan Burnett: Church Secretary
Debby Fries: Pianist and Choir Director
Liz Harvey: Clerk of Session
Jan Dolce: Moderator of Deacons
Brook Seymour & Cheryl Toth: Treasurers
Phil Romer: Financial Secretary
Joan Burnett: Newsletter Editor
hpc@presbynet.org
www.hpcbenicia.org

Blessed Tidings is published by Heritage Presbyterian Church
1400 East Second Street

Benicia, CA 94510

707-745-6650

Dated Material!



