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In the 45 minutes the musician played, only 

6 people stopped and stayed for a while. About 
20 gave him money, but continued to walk their 
normal  pace.  He  collected  $32.   When he 
finished playing and silence took over, no one 
noticed it. No one applauded, nor was there any 
recognition.  

No one knew this but the violinist was 
Joshua Bell, one of the best musicians in the 
world. He played one of the most intricate 
pieces  ever  written  with  a  violin worth 3.5 
million dollars. 

Two days before his playing in the subway, 
Joshua Bell sold out at a theater in Boston and 
the seats averaged $100. 

This  is  a  real story. Joshua Bell playing 
incognito in the metro station was organized by 
the Washington Post as part of a social experi-
ment about perception, taste and priorities of 
people.  

The  outlines  were:  in a common-place 
environment  at  an  inappropriate  hour:   Do 
we  perceive  beauty? Do we stop to appreciate 
it? Do we recognize the talent in an unexpected 
context? 
      One of the possible conclusions from this 
experience could be: 

If  we  do not have a moment to stop and 
listen to one of the best musicians in the world 
playing some of the best music ever written, 
how many other things are we missing? 

 
Have a blessed summer!

This newsletter, as you might have noticed 
in the heading, is for the whole summer – June, 
July, and August.   Summer tends to be a time 
when many people slow their busy schedules 
down, or travel, or spend time with family and 
friends.  It’s  a  time  for  spiritual  renewal and 
refreshment as well.  So, I offer the following 
story to remind us, and encourage us, to take 
time to stop and truly experience God’s creation! 

One cold January morning, a man sat at a 
metro station in Washington DC and started to 
play the violin. He played six Bach pieces for 
about 45 minutes. During that time, since it was 
rush hour, it was calculated that thousands of 
people went through the station, most of them 
on their way to work. 

Three minutes went by and a middle-aged 
man noticed the musician playing. He slowed his 
pace and stopped for a few seconds and then 
hurried up to meet his schedule. 

A minute later, the violinist received his first 
dollar tip: a woman threw the money in the till, 
then, without stopping, continued to walk. 

A few minutes later, someone leaned 
against the wall to listen to him, but the man 
looked at his watch and started to walk again. 
Clearly he was late for work. 

 The person who paid the most attention 
was a 3-year-old boy. His mother was hurrying 
and tugging him along, but the child stopped to 
look at the violinist. Finally the mother pushed 
hard and the child continued to walk, turning his 
head all the time. This action was repeated by 
several other children. But all the parents, with-
out exception, forced them to move on. 

� � � � � ��� � � � � ��� � � � � ��� � � � � �� ����

Time To Stop 
And Listen 



                           

June 7 th        Trinity Sunday 
                      Isaiah 6:1-8 
                      John 3:1-17 
                      Communion 
                      Food Collection 
                      Recognition Sunday 
                      Commissioning for  
                      Mission Trip 
                                                                  
June 14 th      11th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                      II Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 
                      Mark 6:26-34 
                      Two Cents A Meal 
                       
June 21 st       12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                      II Corinthians 6:3-13 
                      Mark 4:35-41 
                      Birthday & Anniversary Blessings 
                      Mission Trip Report 
 
June 28 th      13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                      II Corinthians 8:7-15 

July 5 th          14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                      II Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 
                      Mark 6:1-13 
                      Communion 
                      Food Collection 
                      Ice Cream Social                          
                                 
July 12 th        15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                      II Samuel 6:1-5, 12-19 
                      Mark 6:14-29 
                      Two Cents A Meal 
                       
July 19th      16 th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                      II Samuel 7:1-14 
                      Mark 6:30-34 53-56 
                      Birthday & Anniversary Blessings 
 
July 17 th        17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                      II Samuel 11:1-15 
                      John 6:1-21 
                      Rev. Teresa Sauceda preaching 

August 2 nd    18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                      II Samuel 11:26-12:13a 
                      John 6:24-35 
                      Communion 
                      Food Collection 
                      Rev. Bob Saxby preaching            
                       
August 9 th    19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                      II Samuel 18:5-9,15 31-33 
                      John 6:35, 41-51 
                      Two Cents A Meal 
                      Kaye Whitney preaching 
 
August 16 th  20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                      Ephesians 5:15-20 
                      I Kings 2:10-12; 3:1-14 
                      Birthday & Anniversary Blessings 
 
August 23 rd 21st  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
                      I Kings 8:1,6,10-11, 22-30 
                      Ephesians 6:10-20 
                       
August 30 th  22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

           Mark 7:1-8 
                      Melody Seymour preaching 



Thursday Night  
Adult Bible Study  

Adult Sunday School is taking a break 
in June, July, and August. We’ll see you 
again in September! 

This   group   meets on  Thursday evenings at 
7 pm,  and  is  beginning a new seven week 
inductive Bible study on I John. It’s a great time 
for new people to join in! 

Let us keep the following members and 
friends in our prayers 
Jane Oetting, Homer Kryger (brother of Karen 
Kryger-Cohea),  Connie  Martinez   (Debbie  
Watkins’ sister),  Dr. Joseph  Robinow (Jane 
Oettings’ doctor), Faye Fredrickson (Andrea 
McFarland’s friend with cancer), Jessie Nigosian 
(cancer treatments), Fleda Roy (Brad Roy’s 
mother with ALS), Sara Fentress (Bob Fentress’ 
mother), Nina (confined to a wheelchair),  Robby 
Griesmeyer & family (14 year  old  with bone 
cancer), Win  Kirkpatrick  (pending   shoulder 
surgery),  John Lindholm (recovering from knee 
surgery), and May Lamoreux (recovering from 
rotator cuff surgery). 

The Thursday morning group will meet during 
June, July, and August for a Bible study on the 
book of Philippians. 



Calling All Book Worms! The 
Heritage Library Needs YOU! 

 
Watch for the Heritage Library to materialize 
over  the  summer!  Bring any books or other 
resources that would help another on their faith 
journey.  Leave  these in the old kitchen, and 
label anything that you want to remain uncircu-
lated on site. 

We're looking for bean bag chairs, lava lights, a 
fresh rug to go with "retro" colors (think tie-
dye!)  Let Melody know if you have any of these 
items or can chip in!   
 

�� After our breakfast please join us for a Bike 
Ride! Ask questions and sign up with Barbara 
Wood or Melody Seymour, so we'll know whom 
to count on. 

Help Send Our Youth To Camp 
 
�   Bring  a  few  dollars  and  a  healthy  appe-
tite to church on June 7!  After Recognition 
Sunday and  before  the Bike Ride, the youth 
will be preparing and serving breakfast and will 
be grateful for whatever you wish to donate to 
the camp fund. 

Youth Will Be Decorating Their 
Room this Summer!  

Our Youth Go to Camp 
July 5 to 11. Pray for a 
great week for them 
and the families that will 
miss them! 

�   The  Flamingoes  are  flying!   For  a   $20  
donation  to  the  youth  group  and  a call to 
Kimberly Taugher (747-5487), you can arrange 
a very pink surprise for your friends, neighbors, 
or family!! 

�  Fathers and Other 
Good Guys' Day Flower 

Sale on June 21.  
 

Just before and right after 
church, buy  a red or white 
carnation to honor these 
special folks in your life and 
help send the kids to camp! 



Heritage Children’s Chorus 
 

The Chorus has had a very successful first 
year! Their  last  performance  will  be  this  
Sunday, May 31st at 3:00pm here at Heritage.  
So please join us in supporting them! They will 
be  singing  all  the  songs  they’ve  learned  
this  year.  In  addition the adult choir will be 
harmonizing with them on two songs.  There 
will also be some adult duets. 

General Checking : 
Beginning Balance    3/31/09         $   5,275.21 
March Receipts                                11,305.59 
Funds Available                               16,580.80 
March Disbursements                     (11,850.86) 
Cash Balance          4/30/09          $   4,729.94 
 
Savings Accounts : 
Memorial Fund                              $  3,517.63 
Reserve Fund                                 15,570.27 
Building fund (Bank of the West)      1,374.88 
Building Fund (Synod)                             3.63 
Total Savings           4/30/09          $20,466.41 

The Men’s Breakfast  will meet at Pappa’s (just 
up the street) on Saturday, June 13 at 8:00am!  
If you have any questions, please call Bob 
Saxby (252-1634).   Upcoming breakfast dates 
are Saturday, July 11th and Saturday, August 
8th. 

Tithes and Offerings 
 
Summer is almost here and as you plan your 
adventures, vacations, etc., please remember 
to continue your gift of giving to the church to 
help with the monthly church expenses.      
 

REMEMBER TO PICK UP THOSE 
HOTEL PERSONAL CARE ITEMS 
 
When you are traveling this summer, remember 
to pick up and bring in any personal care items 
that might be offered where you are staying.  
Please only bring in the ones that are NOT 
opened.  Thank you! 

Dear Heritage: 
 
Thank you so much for your donation to Benicia 
Community Action Council. Thanks for all your 
support over the years. 
 
Viola Robertson 
Executive Director 



If we are missing YOUR special date, let us 
know in the office! 
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are given on the third Sunday of each month 

during Sunday morning worship. You are 
invited to participate in these blessings during 

the month of your birthday or anniversary. 

June Birthdays        
 7   Bonnie Gregory 
      Susan Owen 
 9   Shannon Rourke   
      Ed Won    
27  Barbara Combs   
 
June Anniversaries  
  2  Kathy & Jerry Manifold 
  5  Bob Saxby & Lynne Hakes 
18  Bob & Sally Fentress 
22  Ron & Karen Cohea  
25  Colby & Julie Seymour 
29  Dorothea & Aaron Nowling 

July Birthdays  
  1  Nicole Combs     
  6  James Wright      
  7  Zachary Taugher 
  9  Anna Taugher 
11  Bob Fentress 
14  Beverly White 
17  Curt Stierwalt 
20  Kimberly Taugher 
31  Jason Watkins 
 
July Anniversaries  
7   Peter & Susan Bonebakker 
     Win & Sandy Kirkpatrick 
14  Phil & Jan Romer 
30  Nancy & Roger Green   August Birthdays    

  6  Sarah Bergman  
25  Mary Condit 
27  Cheryl Kremer  
29  Jurine Smith 
31  Robert McFarland 
      Jan Romer 
 
August Anniversaries  
11  Susan Watkins & Doug Ramo 
19  Susan Owen & Ed Albro 
26  Shel & Beverly White 

June 7th:  Recognition Sunday 
               Breakfast fundraiser for youth 
               Bike ride 
 
June 13th – 20th:  Mission Trip to Covelo 
 
July 5th:  Ice Cream Social 
July 6th – 10th:  Youth to Westminster Woods 
 
August  16th:  Picnic after church 
The youth will be painting their room during the 
month of August. 

Joan’s office hours for the summer are 
Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday from 

1:00 to 4:00pm. 
 

Pastor Beverly will be working from home 
on Monday’s and you can reach her 

there. She will be in the office  
Tuesday—Thursday. 



It  is  getting close!  We have been working 
hard on planning the Mission Trip to Covelo, 
California.  Covelo is about 3 ½ hours north of 
us, off Highway 101.  
 
During  the  week of 6/15 to 6/20 we will be 
having VBS for 20 to 25 kids in grades 1st 
through 3rd.   The theme is, UNDER THE 
STORY TELLING TREE. 
 
We will also be doing some work projects.  So 
far the projects are: 
 
· Painting at the Round Valley Community 

Ministries building 
 
· Floor repair work at the home of a member 

of the Covelo Presbyterian Church 
 
· Repairs due to water heater leaking at the 

home of an elderly woman 
 
We your need support in two ways.  First we 
still need financial support to ensure we can 
pay  for  both  the  work  projects  and  VBS 
supplies.  Second, and just as important, we 
need your support with prayer.  Pray that God 
will keep us safe and for us to be open to be 
God’s instrument in what happens during the 
week. 
 
I  would  like  to  thank  the  people  who   will 
be  going  with  us on the trip.  Sally (and 
maybe Laura) Fentress, Kathy & Jerry Manifold, 
Susan  Watkins,   Beverly White,   Ed Won, 
Barbara Wood, Trudy, Barbara’s friend, and 
Karen Stierwalt. 
 
We are asking for prayer partners for each of 
the people going.   There will be a list on June 
6th, so seek out Karen or Beverly to sign up. 
 
Thanks, 
Karen Stierwalt and Barbara Wood 

MISSION TRIP VBS SUPPLIES 
NEEDED 

 
We need some Aluminum Pie Plates for the 
Mission Trip.  If you have any, please bring 
them in. 
 
Thanks,  
The VBS Staff 

ST. PAUL'S  
COMMUNITY  

DINNER 
 

The Wednesday night dinners that we are sup-
porting during the summer are June 24th, July 
22nd, and August 26th.  Thanks in advance for 
your support of this great ministry to our com-
munity. 
 
Karen Stierwalt 
Mission Elder 

We are getting close to the end of our Quilt 
Raffle.  You can still buy tickets through Sun-
day, June 7th.  The drawing will be after 
church that Sunday.  The tickets are $1 per 
ticket or 6 for $5.  The money goes to support 
the Mission Trip. 
 
Thanks,  
Karen Stierwalt and Barbara Wood 



    

When Heritage first 
started the Fair Trade 
Project, we focused on 
the small farmers of cof-
fee and tea – products 
that most American 
households consume, 

but with little sense of market forces on the 
lives of the farmers, their families and commu-
nities.  A few years ago, the Equal Exchange 
added some fair trade products from American 
farmers, in recognition that small family farms 
in this country were also caught between de-
clining prices, consolidation of markets and dis-
tribution by large conglomerates, and tighten-
ing controls over inputs such as seed.  With the 
assistance of Equal Exchange, the small farm-
ing co-operative model used so successfully in 
Latin America, Africa and Asia was introduced 
in North America. 
 
The fair trade products you see for sale each 
Sunday during fellowship include almonds and 
cranberries (great on summer salads!) from 
American farmers.  The almonds come from 
California farmers in the Big Tree Organic 
Farms Co-op.  These farmers had been work-
ing individually since the 1980s to convert their 
farms to more ecologically sound practices.  In 
1997 they had a bumper crop but no proces-
sors in the area that would handle organic al-
monds.  So they put their crop into cold storage 
and started organizing.  In 2003 they opened 
their own processing facility and today the Big 
Tree is a cooperative with 28 members whose 
farms range between 11 and 150 acres.  Sea-
sonal workers in the shelling plant receive 
above minimum wage and most return to work 
in the facility year after year.  
 
Savvy shoppers can probably find less expen-
sive almonds than the packages we are selling, 
but the cost savings are minimal, with no guar-
antee they are organically grown.  More impor-
tantly, they almost certainly will not help small 
farmers and their workers as do these prod-
ucts.   So enjoy a snack in good health, and 
knowing you are making a difference in the 
lives of many. 
 
For more information about the Presbyterian 
Coffee Project, visit: www.pcusa.org/coffee 

Congratulations to our youth who are moving to 
new schools! 
 
To middle school: 
           Rhiannon Johnson 
           Aaron McFarland 
           Spencer Seymour 
           Zac Taugher 
 
To high school: 
           Catherine Bonebakker 
 
To college: 
Megan McFarland is graduating from Armijo 
High School in Fairfield.  She will be attending 
Humboldt State University in the fall to study 
Psychology and Philosophy. Megan graduates 
with an International Baccalaureate (IB) diploma.  
IB includes high level academics, community 
service  and  an extended  essay.   She is the 
recipient of two assist-a-grad scholarships.  

Congratulations, Retirees! 
 

Melody Seymour 
Kay Talbot 

Kaye Whitney 





The Staff, Officers and Ministers of  
Heritage Presbyterian Church 

 
Ministers:  The Whole Congregation 

Rev. Beverly White:  Pastor 
Rev. Bob Saxby: Parish Associate  
Joan Burnett:  Church Secretary 

Andrea McFarland:  Pianist and Choir Director 
Liz Harvey:  Clerk of Session 

Brook Seymour & Cheryl Toth:  Treasurers 
Phil Romer:  Financial Secretary 
Joan Burnett:  Newsletter Editor 

hpc@presbynet.org 
www.hpcbenicia.org 

Blessed Tidings is published by Heritage Presbyterian Church 
1400 East Second Street 
Benicia, CA 94510 
707-745-6650     
 
Dated Material!   

RECOGNITION SUNDAY IS JUNE 7 th! 

� Recognition of our volunteers during worship 

� After worship the youth will be providing 
  breakfast for a nominal charge. 

� When our tummies 
   are full, we are off for 
   a bike ride! 


