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when we will have a special meal and celebration
together following worship. At this meal, our facu
will be on the_past.Currently, we have seven of the
original charter members who are still active
members here. We want to honor them on this day
and to hear thestories.

Yes, it is August already and mid-August even!  \What was Benicia like in 19817

School is starting up again, and many of us ask our \What were the concerns of individuals and

selves, “Where did the summer go?” Shel and | families at this time?

attended a wonderful seminar in Santa Barbara in\why did theywant to start a new church?

July that nurtured, energized, and inspired me with What were theihopes and dreams for this church?

some ideas for our next few years together. | pray How did theyserve others in mission?
you also have been renewed and refreshed!

Telling our Story

In November, at our annual Thanksgiving Dinner,
As we return to our activities this fall, wae the Sunday afternoon before Thanksgiving, we want
several things to celebrate and to also keep mawng to focus on the presenand on telling our current
forward in ourworship, growth, and service— the stories.
three legs of our “stool” so to speak. And, altloém What is Benicia like today?
have to do withTelling Our Story. What are ouconcerns as individuals and families?

Why are wecoming to church?

What story is thatyou may ask? Actually, there are What are ouhopes and dreams for Heritage?
many stories. The most important story we have to How are we serving others in mission?

tell, of course, is the story of a God who has teea
this incredible universe, and who desires tdrbe Then, in January, at our Annual Potluck and
relationship with each one of us! It's the stofyao Meeting, we will move our focus to the futurélow

God who has been revealed to us in scriptur@, araind where will Gode calling us to grow and serve
in Christ. It's the story of a God whontioues in the future?

to be revealed, to be present today in theritSpi
encouraging, prodding, sometimes even pushing us!recently had a conversation with a colleague in
It's the story of how our own lives are being trans which she spoke of helping people to take off their
formed by this wonderful God! bibs and put on their apronsThat is to say, helping
them to move from just focusing on themselves and
Another important story is the story of Heritagehow they were being fed and growing, and moving
Presbyterian Church in Benicia. Thirty years ago, to serving others! | think that is a wonadérf
October 4, 1981, which was World Communionsuccinct way of focusing us on our calling. Itaals

Sunday, this church was officially organized, afid 8 reminds me that we tell our stories in our words as
charter members were received. well as in our actions!

Session has decided that ouf"3@ar celebration is Blessings,
going to take place in three stages. The Wuifit
occur on World Communion Sunday, Octobéf, 2



Bible Study News

This fall you have three opportunities to be
nurtured and fed so that you may grow in your
relationship with the Lord. Which one will you
pick?

Thursday Morning Study

This group will resume on Thursday, Septem-
ber 1%, from 10:30 — noon. We'll continue our
study of some of the shorter books of the New
Testament: 1 & 2 Peter, 1, 2, & 3 John, and
Jude. Then, at noon, some of us often go out
to lunch together at Pizza Pirate. Come join
us!

Thursday Evening Study
This group is going to resume on September
22nd, from 7:30 — 9:00. We're starting a new
study on 1 & 2 Samuel from the Old Testament.
How long has it been since you studied the
stories of the prophet Samuel and Kings Saul
and David?

Sunday Morning Study
This group meets at 9:00 a.m., before worship.
For the month of September, we are going to
be using a book by Adam Hamilton called

Why?
Making Sense of God’s Will

In these weeks, we will ask, and discuss the
following questions:

- Why do the innocent suffer?

- Why do my prayers go unanswered?
- Why can’t | see God’s will for my life?
- Why God'’s love prevails

Each lesson stands on its own, so if you can’t
come every week, you won't be lost. Come and
join us!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
PROGRAMS START
FOR THE FALL ON
SEPTEMBER 11TH.

As we've done in recent
years, we would like to con-
tinue with teacher rotations
for the elementary and youth
Sunday school programs. Each adult volunteer
only has to commit to three or four Sundays per
semester [and to have some substitutes avail-
able], we need at least five teachers/leaders for
each program.

Teachers
Needed

We have user-friendly curriculums and a
wonderful group of children and youth for you to
share your faith with. So whether you have
years of experience teaching Sunday school or
have never done it before, we have a spot for
you and the resources to put you at ease.

Please prayerfully consider this request and call
if you would like to discuss our Sunday school
programs and how you might fit in. Let us be
open to the miraculous power of the Holy Spirit
as we minister to one another in faith and love.

Your CE Elders,
Susan Watkins [287-3286 |
Barbara Combs [746-5584]

Chartgr Members

Our Original Charter Members:

Bette Gaudinier Nancy Green

Roger Green Liz Harvey
Don Olson Shirley Olson
Kaye Whitney
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August 7 ™
19" Sunday in Ordinary Time
| Kings 19:9-18
Matthew 14:22-33
Communion
Food Drive

August 14 ™
20™ Sunday in Ordinary Time
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Matthew 15:21-28
Two Cents A Meal

August 21 *
21° Sunday in Ordinary Time
Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20
Birthday & Anniversary Blessings
Rev. Bob Saxby Preaching

August 28 ™
22" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Exodus 3:1-15
Matthew 16:21-28

September 4 ™
23" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20
Communion
Food Drive

September 11 ™
24™ Sunday in Ordinary Time
Matthew 18:21-35
Two Cents A Meal
Kick Off Sunday

September 18 "
25™ Sunday in Ordinary Time
Philippians 1:21-30
Matthew 20:1-16
Birthday & Anniversary Blessings

September 25 ™
26™ Sunday in Ordinary Time
Exodus 17:1-7
Matthew 21:28-32

Let us keep the following members and
friends in our prayers

Jane Oetting, Homer Kryger (brother of Karen
Kryger-Cohea), Karen Kryger-Cohea, Dr.
Joseph Robinow (Jane Oettings’ doctor), Jessie
Nigosian (teeth problems), Bob Burnett (Joan
Burnett's father-in-law), Margie Farmer (Angela
Owston’s mother; cancer), Janel Wright, Carole
Murio and family (cancer), Robert Johnstone,
Bette Gaudinier (death of son, Scott), Kimberly
Taugher (recovery from back surgery), Heidi
Skidmore (cancer treatments), and the Romer
family (death of dad, Phil Romer).




"J'l Often  people at Heritage
& say that they have difficulty
praying. | ran across an inter-

= esting book that | thought
' might help during those
% periods. lIts called:
Beginner's _Grace:  Bringing

Prayer to Life by Kate Braestrup. The author
provides guidance, not only for beginners, but
also for those of us who just have difficulty
praying at times. | will put it in the church
library. | hope you enjoy it Also, thanks for
your great responses to the needs of people on
the prayer chain!

Jan Dolce
Prayer Chain Coordinator

=

Join us for a Community Wide Interfaith
September 11" Remembrance Service at:

Community Congregational Church
1305 West 2" Street, Benicia
7:00pm

This will be a “Taize” type service of music,
prayer, scripture, and quiet reflection.
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The Children’s Chorus s starting up again on
August 26™. They will be rehearsing on Friday
afternoons at 2:00pm. Please contact Susan
Owen (510-610-4845) for more information.

The Men’'s Breakfast will

meet at Pappa’s (just up \ L f
the street) on Saturday, o
September 10 at 8:00am! =

If you have any questions, @
please call Pete MEI‘I'S%
Bonebakker at 748-0677. Breakfast

\lj@
Celebrate
Youth -

Youth Begin and End Summer
with a Blast!

Remember that over-used essay question
“What did you do this summer?” Our youth
could describe their “No-Child-Left-Behind”
march up the Embarcadero in June or their
stroll on the wooden sidewalks of Old Town
Sacramento August 14! Thanks to the church
for sponsoring these vivid memories for our
youth group.

Catherine Bonebakker, Alison Seymour, Sierra
Beard, Jasmin Vasquez, Ryan Rourke, Aaron
McFarland, Zac Taugher, and Spencer
Seymour hopped the ferry to San Francisco in
mid June and linked arms and formed a wedge
to march from the Ferry Building to Pier 39!
Traci Vasquez and Brook and Melody Seymour
can vouch for all the smiles and chuckles the
group spurred from on-lookers! The group
enjoyed the Aquarium of the Bay before return-
ing by ferry.

Who knew that two kids travel free with each
adult on Amtrak on weekends? Traci and
Susana, Brook and Melody, and Shawn Rourke
(') got Aaron, Ryan, Rhiannon, Zac, Spencer,
Alison, Sierra, Jasmin, Clarissa, and Jake free
round-trip tickets from Martinez to Old Town
Sacramento! The youth enjoyed checking out
the shops, especially the candy and novelty
stores, and posing for an Old-West-style group
portrait of seven of them. For most of our youth
this was their very first time on a train!!

Watch for big pictures of these outings in
the youth room! No matter where these folks
go, they make people smile and spread
cheer because they have such a good time
together!!!!

Melody Seymour



AUGUST ._ SEPTEMBER

6 Sarah Bergman ’Yw ;1 \}ivaigllie#rglgstntress
25 Mary Condit ~ 2>
27 Che)t{yl Kremer C 7 >, 12 Jasmine Vasquez
29 Jurine Smith fM,tjr}ff 14 Liam Madigan
31 Robert McFarland i@i”‘j 15 gﬂgfyt/lla'l?oltshergman

Birthdays & 16 Sglly Fent'ress

9 Kevin & Laura Gourieux Anniversaries 17 Niah Madigan

11 Susan Watkins & Doug Ramo 21 Alison Seymour

19
26

Susan Owen & Ed Albro
Shel & Beverly White

If we are missing YOUR special date, let us know
in the office!

Birthday and Anniversary Blessings

are given on the third Sunday of each month
during Sunday morning worship. You are invited
to participate in these blessings during the month
of your birthday or anniversary.

30 Wilma Johnstone
Kaye Whitney
Sarah Gourieux

Sophia Gourieux

12 Jane Oetting & David Miklosko
21 Rick & Karen Stierwalt

.. Celebrate!
N

family picture taken.

Send
Us

Your

PllOtOS !

New Photo Directory!

We need your help. First, sign up to have your
You may sign up on
Sundays or go online to www.signup.olanmills.
com. Olan Mills is offering a $25 coupon toward

your purchase of photos. Second, check with

Kathy Manifold that we have your correct
contact information. Third, send in your candid
pictures of our congregation at mission/play/

work to the office at info@hpcbenicia.org. The

new directory will be out in November.

General Checking :

Beginning Balance 7/01/11 $ 5,382.01
Receipts 12,984.04
Funds Available 18,366.05
Disbursements (12,446.52)
Cash Balance 7/31/11 $ 5,919.53
Savings Accounts :

Memorial Fund $ 6,748.13
Reserve Fund 12,907.32
Building fund (Bank of the West) 1,022.10
Total Savings 7/31/11 $20,677.55




PRESBYTERIAN
DISASTER ASSISTANCE

OUT OF CHAOS, HOPE

@.

PDA responding to famine in
Somalia and Horn of Africa

The major famine in Somalia and other parts of
the Horn of Africa has become a significant
humanitarian crisis. The Food Security and
Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU) and the
Famine Early Warning Systems Network
(FEWS NET) have declared famine in five
areas in Somalia. Although many organizations
are working aggressively in the southern
regions of Somalia, with access restrictions and
difficulties in scaling up emergency assistance
programs, famine could spread across all
regions of the south in the coming four to six
weeks.

The number of people in need of assistance
has risen to 12.4 million. About 29,000 children
have died from the famine, and thousands more
are at risk.

An unprecedented number of Somalis are
taking huge risks every day, walking hundreds
of miles and crossing borders into neighboring
countries hoping to reach the safety of refugee
camps and feeding centers. The Dadaab
refugee camp in Kenya —the world’'s largest
refugee camp—has exceeded its capacity. The
camp, originally built to hold 90,000 refugees,
is now holding more than 420,000 refugees.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is
responding to this crisis in cooperation with
members of ACT Alliance (Action by Churches
Together). ACT members with experience and
partnerships in the area are working to help
meet basic humanitarian needs of food, water
and sanitation, and medical care for people in
the camp and in host communities in both
Kenya and Somalia. Special therapeutic
feeding and nutrition is being provided to
children under the age of five

Continued in next column.

PDA has provided $200,000 from One Great
Hour of Sharing funds towards relief efforts in
Somalia and the Horn of Africa.

You can help respond to this critical need by
standing in the GAP for affected families.

GIVE. Share your financial blessings. Make a
gift online, through your local Presbyterian
congregation, or from your cell phone: text
PDACARES to 20222.

ACT. Stay informed and share information
about the need with others. Use some of the
prayers and worship resources found on the
Horn of Africa response index to help lift up the
need.

PRAY. Our best response is prayer. Please
pray for families struggling to survive the harsh
conditions of this famine and for those who lost
loved ones due to this crisis. Pray for those
responding to the disaster, and for those whose
lives are linked to both the disaster survivors
and the workers who minister to them.

-http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/pda/
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2011 Peacemaking Offering
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
Sunday, October 2

When you were traveling this
summer, did you remember to
pick up and bring in any UN-
USED personal care items that
might have been offered where

A you were staying? Please put
ON VACATION Your items in the big red bucket

out in the Narthex.

We are always looking for Feeding the

help at St. Paul's. Please 1 Hungr
sign up - it helps with @%f% gry
scheduling  the workload. -

Our day to help is the third Wednesday of the
month, & will be Sept. 21 (October 19, Nov.
16, Dec. 21).



To celebrate the Bible’s many heroes,
make this sandwich for a picnic.

What you need:

* An adult to help

s Shredded lettuce

* Olive oil and vinegar

» Seasonings (salt, pepper,
oregano)

» [talian crusty bread (six
inches per person)

* Mayonnaise

¢ Sliced meat

s Sliced cheese

¢ Sliced tomato

* Construction
paper

¢ Scissors

* Pencil

* Toothpicks

* Tape

What you do:

1. Drizzle shredded lettuce
with oil and vinegar;
sprinkle with seasonings.

2. Cut bread in half length-
wise and spread mayo on
both halves.

3. On bottom half, layer meats,
cheese, tomato and lettuce.

4. Top with other half of bread.
Cut in half.

S. Cut paper into small tri-
angles. Write your favorite

Bible heroes’ names on them.

6. Tape the triangles to tooth-
picks to make pennants.
Stick in sandwich halves.
Enjoy!

acbion-packed Faibh

PP PP PP PP PP B The greatest “super men” who ever
lived put their faith into action.

Match each Bible character to the correct description.

Noah 1
Stephen 2.
Abraham 3.
Luke 4.
Nehemiah 5.
Josiah 6.

On the lines below, write your name and describe how you’re a “hero” for God.
What are some ways you put your faith into action?

Name:

. This disciple wrote a gospel, recounting many

events in Jesus' life.

This man responded to God’s commands, includ-
ing the order o move. God made many promises
fo this man and his descendants.

This man was eager to rebuild Jerusalem. He
helped the people profect their city, reminding
them that God was on their side.

This man, who became king of Judah at a young
age, obeyed God's laws and helped people repent.

God saved this honest, hard-working man from
destruction by having him build a place of safety
for his family and every kind of creature.

This man stood by God's Word, showing strength
of character even when faced with persecution

and death.
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“The LORD is
" my shepherd,
2 I shall not want)”

Psalm 23:1, NRSV



KICK-OFF SUNDAY IS
SEPTEMBER 11 ™!

9:00am: Adult Bible Study

10:00am: Worship and Sunday School
Choir returns

11:00am: Fellowship Barbecue
Please see sign up in Heritage Hall.

Sow for yourselves
righteousness,
reap the fruit
of unfailing
love ...

The Staff, Officers, and Ministers of
Heritage Presbyterian Church

Ministers: The Whole Congregation
Rev. Beverly White: Pastor
Joan Burnett: Church Secretary
Andrea McFarland: Pianist and Choir Director
Bob Fentress: Clerk of Session
Brook Seymour & Cheryl Toth: Treasurers
Phil Romer: Financial Secretary
Joan Burnett: Newsletter Editor
info@hpcbenicia.org
’ www.hpcbenicia.org

Hosea 10:12, NIV

Blessed Tidings is published by Heritage Presbyterian Church
1400 East Second Street

Benicia, CA 94510

707-745-6650

Dated Material!
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